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“Learning about the design/build process was incredibly 
helpful to me in coming tounderstand cooperative 
architecture and the route I want to go in this field of 
study.”

- Molly Ackerman, Simth College '17

"Changing the concept is easy, but the actual building can 
be really hard."

- Meng Zhang, UMass '17



"The collaborative process and loose organization gave 
space for ideas and adaptations."

- Oliver Martinez, Hampshire College '16

"In this class, an individual goal could be as simple as 
learning how to chiselor and as complex as how we might 
design a structure that speaks for the Nipmuc Tribe."

- Yunpu. Ku, UMass '15



"I was able to do more in design/build, as well as learned 
more about wood as a material and how it could be used 
(steaming is really awesome!)"

- Ngoc Anh Luu, Mount Holyoke College '16

"This was one of the most interestng classes I’ve taken so  
far because it integrated what happens in the real world 
and practices it in the classroom."

- Karen Castro, UMass '17



"I believe design/build is a powerful union going into 
the future of architecture.  Understanding the creation 
process from initial client goals to the project completion 
is learned through a collaborative rather than competitive 
environment."

- Matthew Sutter, UMass M.Arch '15



The Project:
A protable structure was built for the Nipmuc Tribe using  
local White Ash. Its organic form was shaped by bending 
wood using a class builit steam-box.



The Class 
Size:     6 students
Credit:  1 credit
Dates:   February 3rd - March 19th 
             (Main build over Spring Break)

Goals:   Collaboration methods
             Group consensus techniques
             Experiential Learning
             Client Relationship 

This porject addressed the complex 
web of forces that impact the success 
of a design/build experience. While de-
sign/build is a great deal of effort for 
both instructor and student, it can pro-
vide a deeper level of experiential ed-
ucation than can be provided by  most 
traditional studio experiences. After all, 
the practice of architecture is ultimate-
ly connected to the community, and to 
the fabrication process.


